
Overview of the 2020 Accountability System  
The overall design of the accountability system evaluates performance according to three domains: 
 
Student Achievement evaluates performance across all subjects for all students, on both general and alternate assessments, College, Career, and 

Military Readiness (CCMR) indicators, and graduation rates. 

 School Progress measures district and campus outcomes in two areas: the number of students that grew at least one year academically (or are on 

track) as measured by STAAR results and the achievement of all students relative to districts or campuses with similar economically disadvantaged 

percentages.  

Closing the Gaps uses disaggregated data to demonstrate differentials among racial/ethnic groups, socioeconomic backgrounds and other factors. 

The indicators included in this domain, as well as the domain’s construction, align the state accountability system with the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

Who is Rated?  

Districts and campuses with students enrolled in the fall of the 2019–20 school year are assigned a state accountability rating.  

 

Districts  

Beginning the first year they report fall enrollment, school districts and charter schools are rated based on the aggregate results of students in their 

campuses. Districts without any students enrolled in the grades for which STAAR assessments are administered (3–12) are assigned the rating label 

of Not Rated.  

State-administered school districts, including Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Texas School for the Deaf, Texas Juvenile Justice 

Department, and Windham School District are not assigned a state accountability rating.  

Campuses  

Beginning the first year they report fall enrollment, campuses and open-enrollment charter schools, including alternative education campuses 

(AECs), are rated based on the performance of their students. For the purposes of assigning accountability ratings, campuses that do not serve any 

grade level for which the STAAR assessments are administered are paired with campuses in their district that serve students who take STAAR. 

  

Rating Labels 

Districts and campuses receive an overall rating, as well as a rating for each domain. The 2020 rating labels for districts and campuses are as 

follows. 

 • A, B, C, or D: Assigned for overall performance and for performance in each domain to districts and campuses (including those evaluated under 

alternative education accountability [AEA]) that meet the performance target for the letter grade 

 • F: Assigned for overall performance and for performance in each domain to districts and campuses (including AEAs) that do not meet the 

performance target to earn at least a D.  

• Not Rated indicates that a district or campus does not receive a rating for one or more of the following reasons:  

o The district or campus has no data in the accountability subset.  
o The district or campus has insufficient data to assign a rating.  
o The district operates only residential facilities.  
o The campus is a juvenile justice alternative education program (JJAEP).  
o The campus is a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP).  
o The campus is a residential facility.  
o The commissioner otherwise determines that the district or campus will not be rated.  
 

• Not Rated: Data Integrity Issues indicates data accuracy or integrity have compromised performance results, making it impossible to assign a 

rating. The assignment of a Not Rated: Data Integrity Issues label may be permanent or temporary, pending investigation. 

• Not Rated: Annexation indicates that the campus is in its first school year after annexation by another district and, therefore, is not rated, as 

allowed by the annexation agreement with the agency.  

• Not Rated: Declared State of Disaster indicates that due to extraordinary public health and safety circumstances, the closure of schools during 

the state’s testing window inhibited the ability of the state to accurately measure district and campus performance. Notwithstanding any other 

provision of this 2020 Accountability Manual, the 2020 rating label that is issued to all districts and campuses is Not Rated: Declared State of 

Disaster. 

Distinction Designations  
Districts and campuses that receive accountability ratings of A, B, C, or D are eligible to earn distinction designations. Distinction designations are 
awarded for achievement in several areas and are based on performance relative to a group of campuses of similar type, size, grade span, and 
student demographics. Districts are eligible for a distinction designation in postsecondary readiness.  


